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Earl. MS. 4254, fol. 20.
In Pattana in 1671, August 8th, Now dy dayly here
of Famine 2 or 300 persons in City and Suburbs.
Rice now 7 seer per Rupee or 5r. nan. per Md., of
best sort, and sometimes none to be bought, nor bread
in the Bazar. In the Gaut \ghdt^ landing place, quay]
by our Factory, which was not 4 yards round about
(as I conceive) lay 50 dead corps which I could tell
[count], which were driven thether in about 2 dayes
time, and Mr. [Valentine] Nurse saith that the day
after hee counted 122 dead corps in ditto place,
Aboundance are every day drove to the side of the
River, though the most persons of quallity hire
Hollolcores [ha!alkhor> sweeper] to carry them into
the middle of the river with a string, and carries
them in to the middle of the river, and then cuts
the string and so lets them drive down with the
streame.
Notwithstanding there were 50 dead corps in
the Gaut by our Factory, yet the Gaut was seldome
without a great many women who take up water by
the dead corps and drink it, and dress their victualls
with it.
Upon the 7th ditto [August 1671] 2 Merchants in
Pottana threw them selves into a Common well and
drowned themselves. Now a terrible sad cry of poor
in the Bazzar.
Harl. MS. 4254, fol. 22a.
August 12th. Rice fine, 6 seer per rupee or
6r. i of an. per Md. No course rice to be bought;
wheat now 20 seer per Rupee or 4r. per Md,
Some dayes neither rice nor bread to be bought in
the Bazar.